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Results Of SOJEX (only two months after the fact)

Qur group managed to somehow amass the incredible total
of four exhibits. ily thanks to those who did show and a big
urging for a much better turnout for GERMANEX. I showed oy
cork obliterations, newly expanded te two frames, and won a
silver medal. John Barbour entered two framesg of his
Postmaster Provisionals and took a bronze. Jack Strawbridge
had three frames of AMG's (an expansion of his NOJEX exhibit)
and Harry Meier completely abandoned his Gebuhr bezahlt to

- show two frames of emergency cancellations and markinés.

Clearly there is room for improvement. The aumber of
entries was low, but 1'll admit we had two factors wprkiﬁg
against us. First, the competition was classes rather than
open, which means generally fewer medals, and second we had
no judges who knew our material. The material and presentat-
iona were better than what our showing (award wise) would
indicate. However the ainning of medals is (or should be)
quite incidental to our performance. I believe it is-import-
ant for ell of us to try to gain experience in exhibiting ~-
and our exhibits show others what we're doing, what direction
our research is going, etc. I'm hoping for a much better’
performance at GLRMANEX = at least in the number of exhibits.

Now the response to the special notice we sent cnit._ Ii’,
appears we are going to be pretty much limited to the.old
stalwarts in exhibiting, in fact there may be no takers for
a 'Best first time exhibitor in Locals'. I hope some of you
will consider this. It appears we should have at least a
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balf-dozen couples for our 'Costume affair' at Deutsche Nacht. I certainly
hope if you are there you will join us in this affair,

D D W A D o T O D P D O ED D OB D 4P OO D ol S5 S b ap'e. .,

I've been saying we had a tremendous work on Mecklenburg - here it
is. This originally appeared in 'Der Deutschlandsammler' and was transe-
lated by the kind efforts of our member Inge Fisher (who incidentally
is a native born German). I was going to deleta the references to
illustrations, but bave just been -informed that Harry leier will provide
copies of these when liyron Hill provides him with a copy of the origine
als. This should be a winner - I'm anxious to see how it turns out. Our
first illustrated article. As with the Birkenfeld article the translat=-
ion is a little rough, but I believe meanings are clear (also I myself
favour these literal translations)

Philatelic Memories from Mecklenburg from the
Poatwar Years

by Hans Schmidt, Stade

reprinted from 'Der Deutachlandsammler®’ published by Dr. Heinrich
#ittmann, 8 Munchen 27

_translated by Inge Fisher

Mecklenburg beloags to those areas inside the EZast zone which =-- as
well as Thilringen and Saxony -- did not solely experience Russian troops:
it was conquered by American soldiers. The Zlbe river was crossed on a
wide front between Lauenburg and D¥mitz, and the Americans advanced
through Hagenow, Schwerin to 7ismer, while another group occupied Ludwig-
lust and confined itself to connections with the Russians in Plau
through patrols. Between the area comnecting Plau - Giistrow = Rostock
in the center of Mecklenburg and the area connecting Ludwigslust =
Schwerin - Uismar the highways were jammed with westward pushing treks
of disbandening German troops.

These days cf the collapse caused the postal service to succumb
also, as mail posted already in April did not reach the receivers anymore.
With the interruption of the traffic routes through dynamited bridges
and the cessation of rail-traffic there was no more moving or delivery
of mail. Notes and news in the immediate vicinity had to be delivered by
bicycle, as the days as a whole were filled with the worries of security
and- daily needs.

- . Since in fact the Russians from the beginning on saw the main
centre of their work in the political sphere, the Snglish speaking
Jestern Powers on the contrary arrived with a clear concepiion of a
postal service. In other words: The Russians allowed at first the use

- of former Hitler stamps (with corkcarcels), the Americans brought with
them their cwn stamps from the USA (the AM-Post stamps of the Jashington
print), which were used for the first time on iarch 19, 1945 in the
Aachen area. The Russians tried eagerly that no Russiaa text on the

face of the postage stamps was permitted. On the other hand AM means
Allied Military Post (which translates into German 'Allierte Militire
post’and would carry the same first letters), and the British printed
the first postal cards with the word 'prepaid’. There were other
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reasons why the Russians later on overprinted such postal cards with
cyrillic letters. But on the very same day they prohibited the issuance
of the 'Potschta' stamp, the first postwar stamp of OPD Dresden, Jhich
appeared three days.later without the Russian word.

The Americans remained for one weex during the last days of April
1945 on the Llbe elevations on the Hanover side of the river. On 3 dMay
they entered Heuhaus/Zlbe, and the 'Amt Neuhaus', belonging to the
district of Lilneburg on the right bank of the Ilbe now became an import-
ant bridgehead in the direction of Mecklenburg. On 4/5 May the Americans
reached Schwerin, the State capital of Mecklenburg and already on May
8, as is known, all warlike actions ceased with the sigming of the -
Armistice Treaty. It is impossible to clear with certainty if the
postal department officially delivered postal cards inside the area of
the district of Llineburg or if one asked friendly American soldiers to
deliver letters to the next village, but it is certain that ay wife
sent an inquiry to Bleckede at the  time of the American occupation
which arrived at it's destination, which means crossing the .lbe river.
The postoffice building in Neuhaus was occupied by the US #ilitary -
mail. But the big powers had already exact conceptions discussed at
Teheran and Yalta on how to divide Germany, therefore the US troops had
to retreat to scuthern Germany. The area from the Harz to Gecklenburg
was therefore given over to the British occupation army, and this
after 20 May 1945. - ki - ;

Neither under American nor Britisk occupation did the OPD Schwerin
ever function under its own. The Mayor of Schwerin proclaimed the .
orders of the occupiers through wall-placards. The only certainty is
that on or about lay 25 the surrender of the EKights of Soverelignty was
enied and the British announced through the mayor oa 29 Hay 1945 at
first: 'At the time there can be no civilian mail service allowed! A
courier service of the Military Government in the district of Schwerin
exsists solely for official mail'.

Most of the remaining cards out of tke first postwar weeks indic=
ate the need to explain to family and relatives that one was still
alive and news of the latest Rappemings. Search ads (locating ads) of
refugees in Einwohnermeldednter (centers.for registry of inhabitants)
and in City Hall made up the largest amount of the Ganzsachen. It can
be assumed with certainty. that the Americans also permitted a civilian
mail service in Schwerin and other places, and maybe someday the history
of the American Fieldpost will give total clarification. Qnly during
the take-over did postal activity cease for a short time. It is svroris-
ing that the mayor on June 7, 1945 bBad it announced: 'The savingsaccuunt
service at the PA Schwerin is to be resumed at once'’. For every postal
savingsaccount book up te 10C.- EM were paid out. ' |

For the firat days ia June local iail'-crvico in-Schierin and-- .
iismar was reported to me. Therefore it is mot correct what Becker-. =

“Hamburg lists jn his handbook 1959, that only from 'lh June 1945 on a

confirmed postal service was started® - and Becker writes word far
word: 'Until this time all activity of the postal departments were. -
prohibited.' Eere, the first day of isaue of thke postal cards is equated
with the resumption of postal activity. In the same Handbook it is alsc
stated, that tke use of Hitler postcards 'was absclately prohibited’, .
and third that no AM=Post cards were issued in riecklenburg. To this
latter point I will return later. The only exchange of notes possible
in all four occupation szones for the German civilian population was.
through postal cards. From iay until September the need to write on the
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side of the population was 80 great, that the new postal cards of the
Occupation Powers were not sufficient anywhere and old Hitler postal
cards, feldpost cards with postal cancel 'pald(Bezahlt}' or handwrltten
notice were customary all over. : i

In I11. 1 I show auch a Hitler card on which the Hitler gortraxt
was pasted over as such, but the unchanged slogan on the lower left points
atill to the fact that the FlUbrer only knows 'struggle, work, 'and cares’.
On the other cards the words are illegible or partly so, only ‘the word
Filhrer® being crossed out. There alsoc exsist severed portraits, but )
there never is a date recognizable on the lower left. The lower letter '
piece is remarkable only because of the postleitzahl (20) in iiecklenburg.
For the investigation are only of importance such. pieces from the months
of May-June 1945, and maybe this small hint will promote the delight of
discavery for some collectora.

" In any event there tzsist quit' a fc' dateless pieces of mail out
of these summer months..In howfar the old ‘Ostarbeiter cards'® are

speculative I cagnnot say, but in any case I have seen thess also.

" Certain in any case is that the British from 14 June 1945 on sold
in the part of West-lMecklenburg which they occupied postal cards printed
by the Schwerin company W.Sandmeyer. These cards are in English, below
in parenthesis the appropriate German translation. The value imprint in

‘black shows in a. ncctangl- lhich ia divided into three parts the
' tbllowing:.'-.- " 5 :

i3 prcpnié
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These cards are known with a capital "P* in prepaid as well as

"'iith srall 'p', which were both issued the first day. According to

Beckhaus.*Prepai&' in 6000 and 'Prepaid® im 30,000 copies. According to
other published sources the exact opposite. The lst editioa is recogniz-
able through the following: On the left side underneath the address no
further text is to be found while oa the second edition (709,000),

which appeared 2 days later, contained the text 'COrrospondenqes.onlr
on the. backsidel® with Geraan translation °Mitteilungen nur auf der

. "Riickseite!'. Nobody in Schwerim cculd coafirm to me at that tlnt if this
an edition also exsists with small and capital p.

But since the English text translated word for word meanq-'ﬂritins

" only oa the back' there appeared a new postal card with the text ‘'Write

only on the back‘, which would fit better with the German words. This
3rd edition in 200,000 copies appeared oa June 20 on the windows,
acecording to Becihaus only on 27 June in am editiom of 190,000 copies.
The high issue of 709,000 of the 2nd edition (backside) deceives insofar
as 380,000 cépies Bad to be delivered to Libeck, which also belonged to
the British occupation area. Of the 3rd edition (back) very- few used .
copies exist out of the British occupation area since tc the majority
of this issue Russian text was added. These postal card editions, relit-
ively small for Mecklenburg with its large stream of refugees, were

s0ld out so fast that provisional postal cards are explainable herewith.

¥ith 30 June 1945 the rule of the British ended. The population
of West-Mecklenburg was nct allosed to leave their houses anymore after

_afternoon 30 June and -~ even 30 always contradicted by the British - the
"Bussians moved into all towns of decklenburg west of the line Tismar--



Ludwigslust during the night to July 1l. At the same time the Americans
gave up Thilringen, Sachsen-Anhalt, and parts of Sachsen, and the
British and Americans occupied instead the sectors of Berlin, assured
for them. )

Starting 1 July 1945 the S(oviet) M{ilitary) A{dministration) =
SMA ruled in Schwerin, to which are now subordinated the whole of
Mecklenburg and the former Vorpommern. The zone border started now in
front of the gates of LlUbeck and passed from there parallel to the
Elbe-Trave canal down te Boizenburg on the Elbe, - even so it was
situated on the right bank of the Elbe and belonged to the district of
Lineburg - as well as the village of Lassahn on the Schaalsee which
belonged politically and postally to the district of Hagenow/Mecklenburge.

On July 1 and 2 the postal service restel. The British 'Postcards!
now were overprinted in red color with Russian text (and as such in an
exact translation of the English text).

On 3 July 1945 the 1lst edition of these cards appeared on the
postoffice windows in an issue of 60,000 copies, because from this day
on postal activity was again allowed by the Russians. Permitted were
as before only postcards and the Russians had allowed the cards out of
the British occupation time only with the Russian additional text.
With the shortness of time (2 days) these could not have been postale-
card stocks asked to be returned from the separate postcf{fices,
instead the postcards remaining with the printers Sandmeyer and at mosat
with.the OFD were overprinted and at once delivered to the postoffices.
They are cream colored cards and the English text on the left froat -
(Write only on the backside!) is not crossed out with a red Andreas
ercss as happened with follawing editions. There are lots of reasons
why these 60,000 copies are printer's remains of the company Sandmeier,
that is cards of the 2nd British edition (backside). This I would like
to discuss more thoroughly.

- 'fn offieisl motification says:'On 16 July 1945 this same card was

 again 'issued in an edition of 160,000 sopies.' The iEnglish text now is

crossed out with an Andrews cross sideways in red or light brown.
Besides-this English text now reads ‘*back' instead of 'backside', there-

"fors the 3rd editiomn under British rule. But things are not that simple.

Already Beckhaus in his Ganssachenkatalog points in justificatiom to
the fact that there are here in the 2nd edition a total of 4 types.

‘Therefore the postal department cannot in any case pass on the thesis

that it is the same card. We find:

‘1) prepaid with °backaide’, paper cream colored

backside: 2 lines CORRESFONDEKRCEL

Z)IPrOp-id with '$;chiid;‘,"p¢p¢r cream cclored

‘backside: 4 lines CORRESFONDENC:ZS (clearly
' in Latin script)

3) prepaid with ‘'back’, paper cream colored T e
Y% . backside 2 lines CORRESPFONDENCEL

4) prepaid with 'dack®’, paper grey :
: Backside: 4 lines CORRISFONDENCLS (clearly
in lLatin script)

- Beckhaus points to the fact that cards Nr. 3 and 2 are new
editions (Neudrucke), since these cards ware not available on the

S — T ————— r—— —
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windows under Br;tish rule. fithout Russian overprint there are only”
cards Nr. 1 and 4. If it proves right that the lst edition of 3 July end
only with 'backside’, and the 2nd edition of 16 July with 'back', then
Nr- 1 ard 3 (translators note =-- this appears to have meant' l and 2) h
would have appeared in 60,000 copies and Nr. 3 and &4 in 160,000. In.the
lst Russian edition the Andreas cross is missing. Cddly enough there

‘are also cards of Nr.. 4 in Grey with such missing Andreas crosses, other=
wise the lst edition should encompass- only cream colored cards. Somethlng
is wrong somewhere. There are 3 pessibilities: .

1. Cards Nr. 1-3 are last edition (cream colored cards)
~ . Card Nr. 4 in grey an edition -
2. Cards Nr. 1-2 are lst edition (backnidc)
_ Cards Nr. 3-4 are 2nd odztioh (back)
3. Card Nr. 1 s lst edition =, = - '
Card Nr. 4 is sacond edition :

carda Nr. 2 and 3 in that case would have been printed to round out
the.full thousand. But it 'is also possible that Nrs. 2 and 3 are begun
printinga, remainders of an expected raised issue amcunt of the British,
. OF. printers.waato (through current ahut-off after the first run through
_ the presses packaged stock) . Front and back were printed in two print-
ing runs, therefore in the additional’ cyrillic't-xta the color frant
and back can also be differont.“ i

iz vow mis v
- eI - —el - Taoa - i

o 1% nu, be umod; Teith ‘sertainty that all in 3chnnn rn.il&blt
'_pontalcards were overprinted by the printing plant of Sandmeyer, and
maybe the missing Andrews cross on the postal cards No.4 in grey may be
explained as follows, here too stocks still remained with the printers -
‘and the difference in the edition of .the last British issue explained
‘with the - following: Beckhaus reported the in reality delivered 190,000,
and the Postal Authorities state 200,00Q, which indeed were. ordered but

- "maybe did not have to be delivered in the full amcunt. iherewith the 4a

" would have been overprinted by Beckhaus as remaining printer's stock.of
thé first edition and therefore would bave to be valued somewhat. higher.

) In illuatration #2 I am showing postal cards urder British and -
Russian occupation, even though they camnot be recognized as such from
their appearance. I can well imagine that some reader of the D.5. did
not pay attention to the date of 1 July uatil now and therefore looked
at all postal cards as belomging to the British occupied zone. Ill. #3
shows 2 cards, which indeed are cards from the British occupation era
. but they were forewarded under Russian admiristration. Here the card-
from Wismar is easily explained as still having been in the hands of the
company, while the other one from Rostock - forewarded in beptemner =
probably originated from Wissar. . -

On 3 July 1945 the sending of postal carda was poaszblc agazn On
11 July 1945 the mayor of Schwerin made known: ‘o

"Effective immediately thke delivery service for lcttors for
official and medical (doctor's) use and the postal card service
for the remaining po-ta] p-trons will be resumed for Schwerin
‘and the adjoining area.™ - o P

-



On 14 July 1945 inside the Soviet occupation zone the following
was resumed:

a) letter service for official and administrative purposes, for
commerce and industry '

b) postal card service 'for the public’ . =) _

On ‘July 19, 1945 with the expiration of 19 July, all postal act=-
ivity of the SMA was again fordidden. The SMA appointed a German
Landesverwaltung (district administration) whose presidient commissioned
Postrat Westphal of Schwerin with the conduct .of the Postal and Tele-
graph Administration of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, which happened on
28 July 1945. - .

From August 7, 1945 on the civilian postal.service was again
possible, on the other hand a central administration for the postal
department in the SBZ was created om 1 October 1945. The postal ser=-
vice to the western occupation zones of Germany was, to my knowledge,
only possible from the start of December 1945 on. . g

The amazing fact remains, that indeed on August 7 the postal ser-
vice in Mecklenburg was permitted, but only on August 28 the first
postage stamps of Mecklenburg could appear at the postoffice windows.
(According to Becker-Hamburg on August 24). The value 12pfg. black on
red paper appeared first in an edition of 7 million. Only 2 days later
(Aug. 30) the first Mecklenmburg postal cards (green value imprint om
creme colored carton) appeared and one more day later the 6pfg. stamps
black on green were sold. The cards dea’'t carry the printer's mark
(WsSS) in a circle anymore like the prepaid cards did, the printer’s.
park now is 'Druckerei Nr.2° which very simply dosumeats an exXpropri=
‘ation. And with the expropriation the accounting of postal cards has
ended. Now there were reprints according to demand - and as long-as
paper was available. Exact figures were not to ascertain. ' e

= Why Becker-Eamburg has the 8pfg. value as also issued on August

28 I do not know. Officially issued by the post office it appeared
however only on 6 October in an edition of 2 million. As the usage of
varied provisional postal cards froa the Hitler era during the months
of August/September proves, the new poatal cards could not be delivered
in the sufficient amounts that demand asked for. The illustration - ~
shows a cancel from Bostock with the Hecklenburg coat-of-arms- (Ox head),
‘but even from Schwerin and other places are such later uses of the
Hitler postal cards with cork cancels known, similar to the issues of
Saxony. A short detour to the provisional issues may be allowed here.

In Saxony the total reconstructioz of a Germaz administration was
‘expedited with speed. Already o=z May 12, 1945 the OFD Chemnitz was
able to order there an obliteration of the hitherto Hitler stamps with
the help of a corkcancel and black color, while the OPD Dresden decreed
a similar order on June 23, 1945. Such blotted Hitlerstamps were only
made in the small country town of Grabow (south of Ludwigslust). The
Americans occupied the towns Hagenow (airbase) and Ludwigslust (garris-
on) during their advance ia May 1945. The small town of Grabow to'the
south of these two towns on the other hand was occupied by the Russians,
who advanced from the direction of Earstiidt (Brandenbg.). -

With the occupation by the Russians the postoffice of Grabow was
placed under the district administration, which they appointed. A -
limited postal service began here with the approval of the Landrat and
the commandant of the tomn, and on May 17, 1945 the approval was given
to obliterate the Hitler stamps that were on hand with black color and



a corkcancel. It is not clear who originated this, but it should be a
correct assumption that it was fathered by philatelic ambitions. Postal
cards and letters up to 100gr. in local and rural delivery area were
admissable. Stocks of stamps were not to be prepared, instead the black-
ening was to be undertaken solely during the sale at the postoffice
window. Therefore the responsibility was transferred to the postal clerk
and also led to the production of so-called 'collector stamps'. The
available low values up to 24pfg. could have covered the demand, but .
instead there are: "

lpfg. - 50 copies, 3pfg. - 300 copies, 4pfg. - 150 copies, Spfg. =
300-500 copies, 6pfg. - 600-13Q0 copies, 8pfg. - 200-40Q copies, 1Opfg. -
(typographed) 500 copies, 12pfg.(typographed) - 1500 copies, 1lOpfg. -
300 copies, 20pfg. = 250 copies, 24pfg. = 100 copies, 30pfg. - 100 copies.
In ‘addition the following values became known: 1l2pfg. engraved, 25, 4o,
42,50, 60, and 80pfg., which are supposed to have been produced in
issues of less than 50 copies each. All things considered, it is to be
supposed that the Russian SMA in-Schwerin ordered Grabow alsc to cease
the postal. service in Mecklenburg after 19 July, 1945. 7ith the know-
ledge of the Russian power of authority it is unbelievable that the
Ryssian commander of the town and the subordinate German official
quarters could have ignored the ordered directive to cease all postal
activity after 19 July, 1945 f6r the whole of iHecklenburg. Because I
have in front of me a notification from the OFD Schwerin, File No.
1A h 204-0, which declares: &

- "In Grabow(Meckl.) the values 3,6,12,and24%pfg. were overprinted .
with & round corkcancel os July 19 and 20, 1945 until it was noticed
by the OPD and prohibited.™ - | .- ~: .. '+ :, s ¥

- Therefore neither the amount of the issued values nor the given

issue dates correspond, nor is the reference correct that the OFD would
" have prohibited the issues 7 . - I

. As I explained above a German district administration (Landesreg-
ierung) was formed only between July 19 and 28, and only from August 7
on’ was postal operation newly permitted. We can assume with certainty

. that on July 19 or 20 the sale of the Grabow provisionals ceased, and
it is not surprising that the SMA in Schwerin with a directive to the

' .town commandant demanded all stock om band to be turmed in by July 27,
1945, This in any case was explained to we by the later director of the
postage stamp distributing center in Schwerin. Its own postal indepen-
dence of the newly founded OFD Schwerin could have therefore occured at
the earliest om July 28, therefore it could mo® on its own prohibit the
Grabow stamps oa July 20. e

“+.. The fee labels of Demmin - issued on suggestionm of the then Landrat
;.= with bandwrittem '10° for local letters and '20' for out-af-town
letters are . not postage stamps in the normal sense, especially since
the amount of the postage does not correspond with the postal rates
then in use. Alsc the fee labels in Altentreptow as well as the provis-
ional postal cards of August/September are sclely a temporary solution
ste £i1ll a need due to the low stock of stamps and cards. ’

The first postwar postage stamps of Mecklenburg were designed by
Postantaann Otto, Schwerin. They were printed in the Landesdruckerei
N¢. 2 (former Sandmeyer, Schwerin). The maigrin 6pfg. (yellow-green

.- paper) and the karmesinrot.l2pfg. are the worthy valués of this issue.
. Hepeby it is remarkable that neither in the printing plant nor at the
-OFD the color variations were noticed, instead philatelists were first

P s w v i
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to point.out this ccndltlcn. After this the"stocks of the red 12pfg.
stamps, issued in January 1946, were examined and the official count
showed 10,000 copies -of this karmesinrot 1l2pfg., but it is gquestionable
if really .all could have been. included, -In the opinion of local know=
ledgeable people the real amount is ‘somewhat higher. The Miller catalog
lists 'circa 20,000* and Becker-ﬁamhurg mentions :in his .specialized
catalog 10,000 copias, which im either case is wrong. The real amount
lies in my opinion at 18,000. Unsolved on-tbe other hand is the edition
of the maigriin 6, but it has to be stated that most stamps believed to
be maigriin are not. Its value is at least three times higher than -that
of the_expensive 12pfg. The paper also appears in the 8pfg. values
(Michel Nr. 13 and 14), A qonnanication from the 'OPD Schwerin speaks
only of 'small amounts’, s

. ““As is knem, this ﬁrst ditiut:.vo :Lasu- hu a lnrge anount of
mia-porforatcd, part-perforated, miscut staamps, which were mostly used
by collectors for franking purposes. There also exsist enough color
snears (Verschmierung der Farbe). My inquiry at the OPD, why this
apparent printers waste had not been sorted ocut more carefully, was
answered with the following explanation: that at the time one was glad
to even have enocugh stamps available for sale. The then director of °
the postage stamp distributing center, Herr Postrat Burmeister, explaine
éd to me tftlr-ny puzzled question how he happened ‘to possess the many

© . varieties: "My mplayut bhad to check all pockets and since there 'were

a good amount of collectors among them, they took some for them.selves,
delivered some to the postoffice windows in the ‘lower part of the =
--building and gave tha rest to aes." This is the reascom that later on
through the postal employees large stocks ef inperforated stamps of « -
Mecklenburg could be delivered to austiomss. It was also explaived-to me
that one. was however always glad for every mew delivery from the. . ..
printers, because the printing -firm Sandmeyer as well as the printing
firm Niemann were never used before for this kind of work since gqual-.
ifiéd printers in Berlin and Leipzig used to de awvailable for this.
With the federalistio prineiple of the -new state construction every ..
;.. mtate had to advance mostly with its owa resources. The printing - .-
_ companies on the other hand cited plausible reasons as excuse for the -
- poor quality of their produets: continunous ‘shutoffs of the currens, ...
Adack of trained personnel, lhortq. ot pgpor, and dirficult:.cs with -
,:the securing of printin;,tnk. . s : PR e

172 A -gpecial chapter are the commocratives of Hocklonburg. The pub- -
lisher Sauerland in Ludwigslust = to older collectors still known as L
p‘nhlishtr of the ph:lhtel.t: ‘magaxsine "General Anzcigcr fir Philatelie™
= is ‘the instigator of the ANTIFA set whith especially stands out im: -
.size¥ and poor workmanship. During October 16, 1945 he tried ‘several
times to contact the village mayor of Eldema (Kreis Ludwigslust) in
which ‘he finally succeded arcund 1900 bours. During the confusions of”
the postwar years a Berlin engraver happened ta remain in the village
.jof Eldena and through a KB<Exhibition he came to the attentian of. th.- 3
people in Ludwigslust., To this refugee Bartholomdus the mayor trans= -
mitted the request of Sauerland to design a stamp -set "Victims of . - 1:
Faschisa". We bave to thank the well known Leipzig philatelist QP ¢
thie knowledge of the diary entries of the Berlin artist; and it seenms :
rather odd today that withim five days designs became stamps and cauld
also be dslivered printed and ready to the joatoffice windows. Let .o 3
quﬁ unm tm-tmuaqheutucldriodshortma“; Fae
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"JZDNESDAY, 17 Oct. 1945: In the morning with borrowed bicycle (at
that time train connections still did not exsist) to Ludwigslust. From
there by car to Schwerin. Three stamps were selected to be ready by 21
Oct. 45, the memorial day for the victims of Faschism. Same day" evening
and night at the printing.office of Niemann, Ludwigslust. The master
printer and I sit over small leaden plates and carve the transferred '
drawings into lead. There was no plant to manufacture cliches. There=-
fore the crude work with unusual large size. -

"THURSDAY, 18 Oct. 1945: morning: Dogtired, but done. The post~
office sent civil servants for supervision to the plant. To a small town
viewed postally, a sensation to produce stamps for the country. - Trip
to Schwerin. Stampdesigns not accepted (Laurelbranch 12+28pfg. - Links
of an iron chain 6+14pfg. and bowed mother beneath a cross 8+22pfg.).

Evening returned with the task to draw three portraits of murdered
Antifaschists and to carve into lead. By Sunday everything has to be
ready for the sale of the stamps. I am searching for models for the
portraits of Thi¥lmann, Breitschied and Klausner. In the first two cases
I succeed, in the last found only a photo - transmitted by wire - where
Klausener stands small at a speakers desk. Haginfying glass and good
‘intentions helped to overcone tho impoasiblo, to make something from

the picture. N

FRIDAI 19 0c¥‘ 19#5- Start of the new cuta, earlier pencil sket-
ches, tranafcra to lead-plates, reversed like a reflection. Again through
the night two people at work, the nnstcr prznter engraving, myself

guiding and corxocting. i

I bave often thﬂught abcuz tho ontry of 22 Octl What can the artist
havc had in mind when he speaks of a sell-cut? (too bad the entry of
22 Oct. is not shown - ed.) Surely only the first delivery of the print-
ers on Octodber 21, 1945. There exsist cancellations froa later months
as well as this issue in variations of color, which would indicate
further printings of the Antifa-stamps even after October 22, 1945,
Whosoever remembers the train connections in Mecklenburg from before
the war knows exactly how difficult the diagonal connections are. Only
the lines Berlin-Scandinavia, or East-West of Hamburg, Libeck-Bad Kleinen
and further om to Biitzow (south of Rostock) and Lalendorf (near Giistrow)
are railroad intersections, and generglly all large cities are away from
the main lines. Also during the war it was totally impossible to get on
week-end leave from the garrison of Rostock for instance to Neuhaus/Elbe,
it was easier for the people of Cologne. What do I want to prove with
thease sentences? That a delivery to the different postoffices was .
totally impossible between Sunday morning and Monday. Only those poste
offices could be supplied, which were situated in the immediaie vicinity
of Schwerin, to Wismar in the north and Ludwigslust or Hagenow in the
south. All first-day cancellations of the Antifa stamps for the rest of
Mecklenburg had ta be later favor cancellations out of necesaity.

Becker-Haaburg very correctly subdivides in his special catalog
the 12pfg. value Thillmann into 17a) carmine~red and 17b) vermillion-red.
It 1is odd that Miller calls this color in his catalog redorange, but
the 12pfg. Children®s help red, which is not s0 intense in the red
color. This of course is not correct, although I would prefer tomato~ -
red as color, but thia is not a cnato-ry color designation in philat-
ely. 'And 'even though the two low values of the Antifa issue exsist in -
2 color variations: the 6pfg. green must be separasted into bluegreen
and palo green, the prg. with the picture of the catholic Reichstag-
sabgeordneten Dr. Klausener exists in deep lilac and pale viclett. In
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the Michel catalog the color for the 8pfg. is called violett, Mﬁller
calls the same value lilac. . :

The misperforatlons of this issue proauced a few pOSSlbllltles
which are very much scught after by specialists: The date 21 QOctober
1945 is below the name of the country, heczlenburg is above tke p;cture,
the vertical perforation separates Mecklenburg and Vorpommern. All
these part-perforations should have never have passed the post office.

" eontrol, as well as the many color smears which made unrecognizable_ '
either the name of the murdered or the value to the right of the por-
trait. The defect may have occured through uneven application of the

" ink, and the color differences could be accounted for with unequal
mixtures by unsikilled personnel in Ludwigslust. I bhave illustrated a
set if Unika, in which I would like to point ocut the value 8pfg. which
in the photo only lets one imagine the peculiarity: The name of the
country is in a.vivid-shade, the remainder of the stamp in a very pale
violett shade. Since the stamp was bought in this condition at the

- postoffice, there can be no talk about bleaching through suniight,
even sa it has to be stated in this connection that the 8pfg. Antifa
value as well as the lZptg. Bodearefaorm 1 value are extremely sans;tive
:tﬂ light. : § VG Y < = i > =

‘It should be surficient Lo mention,onlx shortly the two Boden=
reform sets which are mentioned in the catalogs in one case as two _
times 3 princigal nunbers and in another case as a) and b). f_

Thl gommaratives fnr tho Children's Aid again show tHe striking--
color vnr:at;ana. The colors valuyes reach in the 6pfg. range from
oranges to redorange, in the Bpfg. from pale blue to ultramarine, and in
the 12pfg. from pink red to carmine red. In a specialized work these |
differencea have to be acknowledged, because with the missing 1n£on-.:
mation~of printing dates they are still proof of the inking of the e
printing plates. The ‘shut-offs of the current set the work rhythm. & ..

b Tho Iavored oxplanntion of the vertical tete<~beches of the Childe
. pen's Aid stamps and the horizontal tete-beches of the 12pfg. Antifa, -
is an accidental ipsertion of a die plate row (Druckstockreihe) of I0:
stamps. With the 12pfg. Thifimann there appeared at first only the '
tete-beche because of the inverted 5th row. Schwerin specialists inform
us that soon after inverts of other rows were also discovered. I am
convinced that here a try was made to create artifically rarities. Why
were they not confiscated by the OPD? The collecting interest of the 2
postoffict employees in Schwerin caused the appearance cf much unnsnnl
material on the market through auctions in Schwerin in later yeara.JJ;
which was very detrimental to the colle¢ting field. Thus these atamp;d
are not only tainted through a poor grade of manufacture but also
through a worse supervision of juality.

The following fact in regard to these stamps I find eSperzally
curiocus: The printing of the commoratives of liecklenburg at Ludwigslust
was not paid for in money but paid off in stamps! In reply to my .
questlon I was informed by the director of the postage stamp dlstrlbut-
ing éenter that the company Niemann-Ludwigslust received 10,000 stamps,
sach ol the Antifa set, the Children's Aid and the two Bodenreform aets
as componsatian Zor tho prirting costs. I do not know of any case in
postal history in which occured the liks. J/ith a nomiral value oF . 90pfg.
for the 3 stamps of the Antifa set, it would come to a total amount of,
9,000.- RM for occured expenses fsr the production, if we assume ap, 5
issue of roughly 200,000 copies. [h the Children's Aid set this sum ~

&
-
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would come to a little more than 2% of the issue. I have no opportunit-
‘ies for comparison in order to judge how favorable or unfavorable of a
business this was. One can well imagine how a philatelic oriented busin-
essman made an offer to a financially weak postal administration in
Schwerin, that seemed very favorable at the start of reconstruction,
because its postal sovereignity was not in the least hampered during

the printing process. And besides the postoffice does want to sell the
stamps! What wonder therefore! - I happened to notice the many advertis-
ements in the "General Anzeiger f#r Philately" during the years 1947/48,
in which under cipher sets of Antifa and Children's Aid. were offered in
amounts of 1,000. At that time at least unusual offers. Since the retir-
ed Postrat Burmeister happened to be country chairman (Landesvorsitzen-
der) of the section philately, my inquiry brought forth the reply that
these were probably stocks of Niemann. ' '

. In the specialist collection of Postrat Burmeister I then saw many
black-prints (Schwarzdrucke) of different issues, proofs from the print-
ers to the OFD Schwerin, so-called gum prints, that is the stamp imprint
on the gum side, imperforated issues which were known only perforated,
and others. Rarely :ere these copies to be had at the postoffice windows,
and the older philatelists in Schwerin were able to acquire some through
their acquaintances in the OPD, but not at the nominal value. Even the
Postrat knew how to evaluate these varietiea. Postrat Burmeister added
very many of these abnormal copies to the circulars and I could acquire -
a few of these copies. In the meantime a lot of the misperforated
material went to the- Yest as I kmow out of years of observations.

. Another thing of importance are the cancellations. In the eastern
parts of Mecklenburg and especially in Pommern, in spots heavy fighting
was still going on. Along with the villages and towns the postoffices
also ended up in rubble and ashes, and many a postoffice had only
temporary quarters for a long time. The lost cancellation stamps were
replaced with rubber ones, shape and design ofter differed from the
original norm. We know the emergency stamps from the whole area of the
battle front on the Oder. Yes, I own quite a few mail proof (Poatbelege)
from the year 1943, which exclusively had to be cancelled with a "comm-
unity stamp” (Gemeindestempel) as used by the village magistrate. (This
.should probably be the year 1946 = ed) . : : 8

.~ "Illustration #5 shows such emergency cancellations and I only
showed the one from EBCRSDORF because of the additicnal date cancellat-
ion, even so I own quite a few similar kinds of playfulness from Meck-
lenburg. Sometimes the pen cancellations in memoriam had to replace -
the stamp, sometimes a written notice sufficed, sometimes there were
other postal stamps (as for instance district stamp Irom 37 Ecgesin),
which prove the material shortage and need of these times even in the
postal sector. ST

& Thanicfully not all postoffices in Vorpommern were destroyed.
Especially on the island of Riigen the old cancellation stamps with the
Postleitzahl (4) could still be used for some years, and until the
year 1948/49 the postoffice documented unvoluntarily that Stettin was
at one time the capital of Pommern. As well as the Stettin district
‘number 38 was applied to the Wilhrungsprovigorien (currency reform
provisionals) in 1948, tbhus was Vcrpommern in the postal sense not

" "inside" with the OFD Schwerin. Ye are not surprised that Neuhaus/Elbe
in the southwest cormer of Mecklenburg still looked upon itself as
belconging to the province of Eanover, and the slogan "temporarily put
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the Michel catalog the color for the 8pfg. is called violett, Mﬁller
calls the same value lilac. - -

The misperfbrations of this issue produced a'feW'posgibilities
which are very much souzht after by specialists: The date 21 October
1945 is below the name of the country, Mecklenburg is above tke picture,
the vertical perforation separates Mecklenburg and Vorpommern. All

these part-perforations should have never have passed the post office
" eontrol, as well as the many color smears which made unrecognizable_ :
either the name of the murdered or the value to the right of the por-
trait. The defect may have occured through uneven application of the
) ink and the color differences could be accounted for with unegual
mixtures by unskilled personnel in Ludwigslust. I bave illustrated a
set if Unika, in which I would like to point ocut the value 8pfg. which
in the photo only lets one imagine the peculiarity: The name of the
country is in a .vivid-shade, the remainder of the stamp in a very pale
violett shade. Since the stamp was bought in this condition at the
- postoffice, there can be no talk about bleaching through sunlight,
even sa it has to be stated in this connecticn that the 8pfg. Antifa
value as well as thc 12p£g. Bodeareform 1 value are cxtremely sanaltive
-ta.light. ; ’ = 4 -

‘It should be aufficient to mention only shortly the two Boden- y
reform sets which are mentioned in the catalogs in one case as tuwo e
times 3 princigal.nunbors ‘and in another case as a) and b). '

Thn commaratives for tho Children's Aid again show tHe atriking
caolor vnriatzona. The colors valyes reach in the 6pfg. range from
orange’ to redorange, in the 8pfg. from pale blue to ultramarine, and in
the 12pfg. from pink red to carmine red. In a specialized work these
differences have to be acknowledged, because with the missing infor-. .
mation“ef printing dates they are still proaf of the inking of the
printing platea. The shuf-ofrs of the current set the work rhythm. | -

.t: The Iavored oxplanation‘of the vertical tete-beches of the Child-
. ren'a Aid stamps and the horizontal tete-beches of the 12pfg. Antifa, -
is an accidental insertion of a die plate row (Druckstockreihe) of IO:
stampg. With the 12pfg. Thitlmann there appeared at first only the '
tete-beche because of the inverted 5th row. Schwerin specialists inform
us that soon after inverts of other rows were also discovered. I am
convinced that here a try was made to create artifically rarities..Why
Wwere® they not confiscated by the OPD? The collecting interest of the 3
postoffice employees in Schwerin caused the appearance of much unusunal
material on the market through auctions in Schwerin in later years, _ ..
which was very detrimental to the colle¢ting field. Thus these stanpg_;
are not only tainted through a poor grade of manufacture but also .
through a worse supervision of juality.

The following fact in regard to these stamps I find espeelally
curious: The printing of the commoratives of Hecklenburg at Ludwigslust
was not paid for in money but paid off in stamps! In reply to my ..
qucstlon I was informed by the director of the postage stamp dzstr:but-
ing éenter that the company Niemann-Ludwigslust received 10,000 stamps,
each of the Antifa set, the Children's Aid and the two Bodenreform sets
as compensation Yor tho prirting costs. I do not know of any case in
postal history in which occured the liks. /ith a nominal value of 90p£g.
for the 3 stamps of the Antifa set, it would come to a total amount of.
9,000.- RM for occured exvenses far the production, if we assume an fﬁ1
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issue of roughly 200,000 copies. [h the Children's Aid set this sum
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would come to a little more than 2% of the issue. I have no opportunit-
:1es for comparison in order to judge how favorable or unfavorable of a
business this was. One can well imagine how a philatelic oriented busin-
essman made an offer to a financially weak postal administration in
Schwerin, that seemed very favorable at the start of reconstruction,
because its postal sovereignity was not in the least hampered during

the printing process. And besides the postoffice does want to sell the
stamps! ‘What wonder therefore! - I happened to notice the many advertis-
emernts in the "General Anzeiger f#ir Philately" during the years 1947/48,
in which under cipher sets of Antifa and Children's Aid. were offered in
amounts of 1,000. At that time at least unusual offers. Since the retir-
ed Postrat Burmeister happened to be country chairman (Landesvorsitzen-
der) of the section philately, my inquiry brought forth the reply that
these were probably stocks of Niemann. ' '

. In the specialist collection of Postrat Burmeister I then saw nany
black-prints (Sechwarzdrucke) of different issues, proofs from the printe-
ers to the OFD Schwerin, so-called gum prints, that is the stamp imprint
on the gum side, imperforated issues which were known only perforated,
and others. Rarely ;ere these copies to be had at the postoffice windows,
and the older philatelists in Schwerin were able to acquire some through
their acquaintances in the OPD, but not at the nominal value. Even the
Postrat knew how to evaluate these varieties. Postrat Burmeister added
very many of these abnormal copies to the circulars and I could acguire -
a few of these copies. In the meantime a lot of the misperforated
material went to the- Yeat as I know out of years of observations.

. Another thing of importance are the cancellations. In the eastern
parts of Mecklenburg and especially in Pommern, in spots heavy fighting
was still going on. Along with the villages and towns the postoffices
alsoc ended up in rubble and ashes, and many a postoffice had only
temporary quarters for a long time. The lost cancellation stamps were
replaced with rubber ones, shape and design oftenr differed from the
original norm. We know the emergency stamps from the whole area of the
battle front on the Oder. Yes, I own quite a few mail proof (Postbelege)
from the year 1948, which exclusively bad to be cancelled with a "comm=
unity stamp” (Gemeindestempel) as used by the village magistrate. (This
.should probably be the year 1946 - ed) - * . é

.~ Il1lustration #5 shows such emergency cancellations andi I only
showed the one from EBERSDORF because of the additicnal date cancellat-
ion, even so I own quite a few similer kinds of playfulness from Meck-
lenburg. Sometimes the pen cancellations in memoriam had to replace -
the stamp, sometimes a written notice sufficed, sometimes there were
other postal stamps (as for instance district stamp irom 37 E-gesin),
which prove the material shortage and need of these times even in the
postal sector. T

h Thankfully not all postoffices in Vorpommern were destroyed.
Especially on the island of Rigen the old cancellation stamps with the
Postleitzahl (4) could still be used for some years, and until the

" ‘year 1948/49 the postoffice documented unvoluntarily that Stettin was
at one time the capital of Pommern. As well as the Stettin district
‘number 38 was applied to the Wihrungsprovisorien (currency reform
provisionals) in 1948, thus was Vcrpommern in the postal sense not

" "inside" with the OFD Schwerin. Ye are not surprised that Neubaus/Elbe
in the southwest corner of Mecklenburg still looked upon itself as
belonging to the province of Hanover, and the slogan "temporarily put
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to Mecklenburg''(zeitweilig lMecklenburg zugeschlagen) was a favorite
expression with the natives of Neuhaus. All cancellations of the first
Mecklenburg defimitive set therefore proudly carried the old Postleit-
zahl (20). Only with the so-called farewell set were the new Postleit-
zahlen (3) added to the cancels. Neuhaus temporized with its old can=-
cels NEUHAUS(ELBE)LAND and NEUHAUS(ELBE)L, which could not ve supple=-
mented with a postleitzahl because of lack of space. The cancels 'b!
and 'c' are still in-use today with the Postleitzahl in the circles -

Finally I would like to point to the rarities a London dealer
Fanted to offer sl the Interposta for 90.- (presumably DM) per copy. '
Illustration #7 shows the '"postage stamp" described above as proposed
design by the artist B. They are the essays already printed on stamp .
paper, the OPD rejected the designs and ordered the portraits af the
murdered Antifaschists. Since these designs originated besides through
the initiative of a philatelist they are lacking all official postal
character and.one should deliberate upqn snch "1ssues" 1I they are
really worth the demanded pricse.

Until now the AM-FOST- STAMPS IN HECKLHHBURG are nnt to be found
in any published catdlog. But they do exsist as may be proven through
I11.#8. After release from‘captivity I was able to acquire the illus-
trated 5pfg. AM-Post from the police chief of Neuhaus, ‘who in the
meantime is again on leave of absence. The copy remained at first
unnoticed until I approached the postoffice of Neuhaus for enlighten-
ment and explanation. Herewith arcse immediately the difficulty of an
exact explanation of the occuranges during the first weeks of the
occupation era.-Prom the deputy office administrator I received then
further postage stamps AM=-Post of 6 and 12pfg. cut of a drawer of
which I gave some 6pfg. stamps to other collectors during the years. -
The cancellation date of 3 September 1945 on the Ill. 12pfg. AiM-Post -
and on the equal value of the following Mecklenburg series was explai-
ned to me thus: the AM-Post stamps on hand had to be delivered to the
OPD Schwerin on this day and one wanted solely to create documents of
the last day. To my objection that this date clearly showed the cance-
llations to be from the Russian occupation era, the immediate reply

~was that renaining stocks of the Americans were found.

During the -search for explanations two 6pfg. were presented to me
Years ago from the area of the Zast Earz with the cancellation Ilfeld,
here again the month of August as the date of cancellation. As far as’
both stirips of land are concerned they are areas which were first
occupied by Americans, then by British and lastly by the Russians. But "
the Russians moved intc both these areas already on July 1, yet the ~ -
Yistovered stampa~are without a doubt the so called fsmerican AM-Post
issue, and the cancellations are accordingly from the mcrtc of Auguat.

- ° The values Spfg. green, 6pfg. yellow, and 12pfg. purple existed -
without a doubt at the postoffice Neuhaus/Elbe. These were values -

which were. already given out since March 1945 to the postoffice by
the Americans with the advancing occupation, while other values (3 or:
4pfg.) were only available starting in July. As is knoasn, the Americans
allowed already postal cards since 24 January for official use of the -
German authorities in the Aachen area. The Mliller catalog states that-

- 0f the 15,000 forewarded pastal cards until now not one copy has remnin—

ed. There also may have been only a few men in the occupied territories
during- the months January to May whieh had any interest in philatelic .

matters, the women and childern of the home front had at that time .. .

truly diffcront cares. There remains today to clarify ina how tar-thn
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Americans allowed progressingly postal service during their advance to
the Harz and the LUneburger Heide (in the first place probably Patton’'s
troops). Every person in the neuhaus area gquestioned by me could not
remember after all these years. But there remains no doubt that after
the capitulation of Germany on lMay 8 the Occupation powers uere 1nter-
ested to advance a normal life in a democratic direction.

There remain two possibilities as explanations for the exsisting
stamp8' ) - " .

1. The Americans permitted in West Meqklenburg in May a postal service
for official mail with the AM-Post stampa. They occupled the area
approximately 3 weeks. :

2. The Americans did not take with them stocks of Ar-Post stamps which
were stored in the postoffices of their evacuated towns. They were left
behind even after the change of the Cccupation authorities. They were
therefore still in the cabinets of the departments concerned with the
beginning of the final postal activity.

During the course of my article I had already pointed out that there
remains surprisingly a span of 3 weeks between the permissicn of postal
service (on August 7) and the first issuance of the Mecklenburg postal
cards (on August 28). The cancellations of the AM-Post stamps known to
me criginate from this time. These stamps would then be an interim
issue due to the need of the times. This would explain the "last-day"
on 3 September, 1545, the OPD noticed the usage of American stamp stock
and prohibited its further use.

‘3t111 I would like to receive turther 1n!ornatzan from the reader
circle to ‘eliminate: uncloar facts ont of the beginning of a new postal
actlvzty.

. s = Aot SR
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. . AM-FOST DOCUMENTS FROM THE SBZ
Pbstacript to "Philatelie Memories from Hocklenburg" by B.Schmidt-Stade

43 I rocc;ted a few lupplincntary infornntiona from the reader circle
to my presentationms in "D.S." 2/61, and through final inquiries to the
postal authorities the complex of the AM-Post in the SBZ could be cleared
up. -Searching for the earliest date of a mail delivery I was shown the
copy in Ill.#1 among a larger accumulation of Hitlerblot covers. The
letter bedazzles on first sight because of its early date 26 April 19451
Alas, the time of the capitulatien.

w At first sight one is tempted to regard it as an overtaken letter
(Uberrollungsbrief), those letters which were deposited before the
capitulation, remained in the postoffice during the postal and military
collapse, and then were blotted out and forewarded after the resumptioen
of postal service. But this hardly applies in this case, since the
letters would have been deposited in Wittenberg (Bz. Halle) on 26 April
addressed for delivery in the same town with the arrival cancel on the
back of the same evening, in the case of ancther letter the next evening.

" 'The owner of these letters is a refugce and will have received the
pleces as well as the lose stamps in his possession from the mail. My
ingquiries ascertained that the Russian and imerican points met at
Torgau/Elbe on 27/28 April 1945. The town of Wittenberg is likewise -
situated on the Elbe river between Dessau and Torgau. uven if one would
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assume that the Russians could have reached Wittenberg already on 26
April 1945, it is totally obscure how the postmaster of Wittenberg
could have already guessed the blotting out of Hitler stamps, ordered
later on by the Russians, Because on 12 May 1945 this procedure was
ordered for the first time in the OPD Chemnitz. But the OPD Halle = to
‘which belongs the PA Wittenberg .Lutherstadt - only resumed postal
service on 2 July 1945 and only with blottings of Hitler stamps in the
manner of Illustration #l. But after one is informed through catalogs
that Wittenberg also issued the arms series of the province of Saxony.
with its own postmaster perforations in October. 1945, or after one
contemplates the omnious “Luther souviner sheet", only then can one
also evaluate the Hitlerblots of April 1945 in the right category. -

(editor's note: I believe he is saying there's something
rotten about this stuff. I myself have a set of Hitler-
blots, lpfg.-5RM, with cancellation 26.4.45. Sturm has
sald. this is an 'officially backdated cancellation’. The
moral is: don't use towns where philatelic influence is
known to bave exsisted in trying to prove a point.)

- The Illustration #2 is a nice suppliment to my reports on the
prepaid postal cards of Mecklemburg. In Mecklenburg - probably through
the additional stream of refugees from the Fast - these cards sold out
fast. Of the 380,000 prepaid postal cards delivered to Libeck some

were still in stock at the postoffice after the OFD issues were already
replaced with the first Koatrellrats series. It'is a nice document
from the month of June 1946 as is shown by the sale cancel on the left
side, and the raise in postal rates was paid for with the added stamp.

The AM-Post stamps with the Neuhaus/Elbe cancellations were submit-
ted by a Stuttgart reader, who acquired the stamps through an exchange
and otherwise was unable to tell anything gbout their origin. The day
cancels used were available on 3 June, 28 June and 30 June 1945, the
Postleitzahl (20) also corresponds with that time. But since these
stamps are the complete so-called "American” issue, I became dubious
because as is known only the values Spfg. green, 6pfg. yellow, 8pfg.
orange, and 12pfg. purple were available at first, on the other hand it
is proven that only in July 1945 the values 3pfg. violett, 4pfg. grey,
APpfg. brown, 15pfg. red, and 25pfg. blue were issued. ke

As is known I showed ia *"D.S."™ 2/61 that L g agen

1. Either the Americans allowed a postal service in West-Mecklen-

2l burg during their occupation era or g
2. They left the AM-Post stamps on band in the postoffices of
their evacuated towns behind. & sEey Ll

My inquiry at the GPD Hannover received a clarification only in‘_
the case of "Amt. Neuhaus" but not for the possible postal service in
Schwerin or Wismar. The communication states:

"According to the notes of the Amtsvorstehrer (head of office) of
the postoffice Neuhaus/Elbe received by us, the camplete postal- and
Fernmelde- (telephone and telegraph) s=rvice at the end of the war
during the occupatior of the postoffice by the American occupation
Force came to a complete standstill. It only started toc a limited extent
after the area Neuhaus(Llbe) was turned over to the British armed Forces
on 1 June 1945. After resumptioa ef the connmection with the OPD Hannover
the postoffice Neuhaus(Elbe) was also supplied through the distriet - -
postage stamp center of the OPD Hannover with the stamps issued in the-

|
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meantime by the Military Government. "ith the 30 'offices of the .post=
office Neuhaus(Zlbe) the postal service was started to a limited extent.
On 30 June 1945 before noon, the postoffice Neubhaus(zlbe) was turnmed
‘over to the Russians without prior notificaticn of the administrative
supervisor (Amtsvorstehrer). The postal service whicia had been built up
in a modest way during the 4 week long British’ occupatlon period came
with this to a sudden end., Preparatory measures, among which'the with-
drawal of all AM-Post stamps would have belonged, could not take place.
The stamps were probably at first used further without the Russian
occupation force taking offense.

My thesis is thereforc wrong that it was stock the Americans left
behind. Instead it was the British »ho delivered the American.issue of
the AM-Post to the OFD Hannover and it in turn. sent them to Neuhaus
(Elbe). According to the lililler catalog the imerican series was issued
in both the British and American zones. Only unexplgined remains the
cancellation of whole gets in June 1945,

Somewhat. dif!crent a:a thinga in the castorn South-Harz. Eere Dr.
Lohoff had the courtesy to.put some . postal evidence at my dispesition.,
I11. 4, 5, and 6§ show undisputable evidence of AM-Post from places
which belong today to the East Zone. These are letters directed to
government agencies in Nordhausen. Ill. 7 shows a letter from Nordhau-
sen with blotted Hitler stamps, tEus the normal franking of that time
under Russian occupation. But Ill. 8 also shows such a Hitler blot,
this time from Bad Sachsa, situated in the Bundesrepublik. The date

again as in“D S; 2/61 August and Se gtonhcr b5

. Tha ownsr o! the lettera was with me of the same opinion that these
could only be stocks of the Americans which were here still used up
under the Rusaian occupation. The blotted Hitler postal card from Ead
“Sachsa raised the doubt something in our considerations could not be
cor;ect chausg the card was sold on 7 August 1945 in the postoffice
Bad Sachsa as proven through the cancel on the left side.-So, I dug up
an old atlas out of the Kaiser era and found here in a hurry the sol-
ution to the puzzle. Nordhausen and Bad Sachsa belonged to the Prussian
province Saxony, as well as Wermigerode and Thale. The town Blankenburg
(between ernigerode and Quedlinburg) belongs with considerable parts
of the Lower Harz to the country of Braunschweig. zast of Zorge an elon-
gated enclave of the 'province Hannover passes by Nordhausen, which
encloses the towns of Niedersachswerfen, Ilfeld, and Stilzhayn. I only
needed the conformation from the Postal Departament and did receive this
fron tho OPD Brannachr-ig en 19 June 1961. There it states:

» Ilfold. Siedersachswerfen and Stilzhayn bclnngod to the district
of the Reichspostdirektion Braunschweig; the towns were tierefore also
delivered with AM-Post stamps after the occupation. Only in siuyyst 1945,
officially only fron 23 February 1946 on, these towns were turned.over
to the Oberpostdirektion crfurt. The use of aM-Post stamps 1n ‘thege
towns is therefore not unusual.

"To your questionr in connection with the use of corkcancels on
Hitler stamps in Bad Sachsa (South-Harz) it is to be said that this
town changed only on 1 August 1945 from the CPD Erfurt to the OFD
Braunschwelig. The corkcancels on Hitler stamps could therefore have
hcen used in Bad Sachsa before 1 August 1945.

"We-can also make to yon the following statements for the h;ghost
o!ficill authority for the district of the Reichspostdirektion Braun-
schweig after the collapse: Jate of the lilitary occupatzon of the
district: 11 April 1945 il L s :
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a) from 11 Apr. - Dec. 1945 Reichspostdirektion Braunschweig

b) from Dec. 45 = 5 March 1947 Reichspostoberdirektion for the
: British Zone in Bad Salzuflen

¢) after 6 March 1947 Chief administration for Post
and telephone/telegraph service
" for the American and British
Occupation district in Frankfurt/
}hin. 11} . S

To this letter of the OFD Braunschweig there only remains %o
remark that the use of the Hitler-blot card still happened at the time
after subordination to the OPD Braunschweig, and otherwise the AM-Post
stamps were still used in the three named places after being placed
under OPD Erfurt, therefore under Russian occupation. '

A& collector in Stade owned a few AM-Post 3pfg British issue,
cancelled at Stilzhayn on 12 September 1945. Dr. lLohoff was first of the
opinion that in this case it could only be a later forgery. But if the
OPD Braunschweig delivered still to these places until August 1945
then the British issue would have been available in a few values and
would have been sold. - :

Iﬁ will be of benefit to look over the stocks for AM-Post
cancellations from Vest-Mecklenburg and the eastern South-Earz. ifaybe
you are lucky dear reader! - :

End’

SOSPO PSPV RSB PIPERTVOD

Trying to give you some idea of prices currently being fetched by

our material here are some of the realizations from the H.R. Harmer
auction of 2% April. In general the prices seemed guite favourable,
perhaps because it was summer, compared to many of the prices realized
in Germany. Prices courtesy of Jay Carrigan. , :

Lot ; Cat. price {3j; :
A.M.G. 6pfg. impert DM 120.-~ 8.50 .
A.M.G. 12pfg. bisect used on card - 21.=
A.M.G. 15pfg. imperf. strip of 3 used - 22.=
A.M.G. 30pfg. imperf. IM X0.~ 16.=
Berlin 6pfg. imperf. (Mi. 240U) DM 150.- 5e-
Berlin 10pfg. imperf. (ii. balU) DM 300.- 12.50
Berlin rouletted set (Mi. 1B-7B) DM 125 o=
Mecklenburg 8pfg. double primt (11b DD) M 700 26.~
Mecklenburg Child help imperf tete-beche

(M. 26-28 imp) DM 600 29.=

Dresden FOCHTA water color DM1400 87.50
Dresden FOCHTA oil color block of & DM2800 200.-

Dreaden Mi. 56U-60U comp. set imperf. DM 500 22.-
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OPD Halle Mi # 80X DM 360.- 26.~
Thuringen Mi #92-97 imperf DM 400, - 8o
o Mi Blk 1X (Antifa sheet, grey paper) DM 1,300.- 45.-
(How's that for a price?)
" Mi Blk 1Y (Antifa sheet, white paper) DM 300 16.=-
" Mi Blk lx sheet of 6 sheets of 3 DM 7,800+ 440.-
n Mi Blk 2X Christmas sheet DM 1,500 42, -
" Mi Blk 2Y Christmas sheet DM 1,500 47.50
" . Mi Blk 3A,B Weimar sheets DM 180.- 15.-
n Mi Blk 4 gum wrinkles, tiny tear DM 400 13.-~
West Saxony Mi 127XU 4pfg. Imperf pair DM 2,000 85.-
¥ Mi 150X, 151X, 153X, 155X Di¥ 450 13.-
" Mi 164F 24+26pfg violett color error DM 3,000 160.-
" Mi Blks 5X and 5Y, several lots mint DM 180 - 5.50 to
cwm L . 5 3 o and used DM 200 10.-
Pad Nauheim Mi 4-8 on 5 covers including 2
registered with mixed franking DM 175+ 16.-
Strausberg Mi 7-11,13-30 | DM 225 7.50
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Changes of address:

Ro Ja Thﬂden
% Arabian-American 0il Co.

Box 1802

Dhahran, Saudi Arabia

James M. Franz
1910 N. Calvert St. Apt. 103
Arlington, Va. 22201

Jay T. Carrigan

12448 Over Ridge Rcad
Potomac, Md.

20854

Joachim G. Heckert
409 Hamilton St.
Roselle, N.J. 07203
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