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PREa-commﬁTicﬂ ISSUE

-Look at our new fdclng Page,. conrtesy of - Frank
Roehl. Looks pretty impressive, nicht:wahr? This will
~also be used as stationary on.locals group business.

.. Incidentally, besides the actual cost of printing this
'also cost Frank the stamps pzctured here, as the printers
affixed these to the page with- rubber cement .{much to

©my horror, since I was the oene who took care of getting
.these prlnted) Anyuay., X thlnk we. owe Frank a real
‘vote of thanks for thls. '

I'm hoplng 411 our bulletlns will contlnue to be
-as blg as this one. Notice a lot of this issue is taken
_ from U.S. Government publications. These do not perhaps
. deal with "philatelity" itself, -but are very useful in
prOVldlng "background information”. S8ince. many of us
are interested in the postal history aspect I hope the
‘others are willing to put up with this and muy even
. find it interesting. These publications also have the
definate advantage that they are not copyrlghted so can
be freely reproduced.:. e

: Although this does not pertaln only to our field;
the second quirter Philatelic Iiterzture Review has an
excellent :article on "Current ‘Jest German Phllatellc
.Literature" by Charles J. Petersoun {this is also '
reported in the Sept.. Specialist). There are muny good
publlcatlons mentioned here. Information on the P.L.R.
is. available from Daniel W. Vooys, ‘edltor, P.0.Box 187,

--Cana;ohurle N.Y 13317. :

If dny of you have a "pet project!" you would like
to see. done, or even better 4 pro;ect Yyou wish to ‘
tackle- yourself please let me know. I already have
a demand for a listing of the time znd. area where each’
issue of our period was valid. This sounds worthwhile.
Anyone feel like tackling it? Perhaps someone could
hecd this with everyone sending him what they can
contribute, und a listing be worked out on this basis.
luch of this is in michel, but if it could be worked
up in graph form to show overlupping validities, etc.
it may be a more effective presentation.
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Now, the most important news l;st..Qn 27 Seut. Al Heinz, Harry lieier,
Ben Beede, Frank Roehl, ‘lerner Bohne, John Barbour, «nd myself had =« get--
togeather ot Harries house. ‘A number of items came out of this meeting.
first, we would like to have a meeting ut #0JEX. This will give some of the
other members a chance to express their vieus, und ideas we huve come up with
can be modified if desired. Our plans for this meeting? Unfortunately we have
nothing concrete. Since a number of our members are directors, etc. they do
not know when they will be available. Definately the meeting will be on
Saturday. As far as I konow my wife will be helping ut the G.P.S. booth and
she should always have the latest informution on our plans. If she is not
there I 7ill see to it that someone knows our plans, so we'll leave it at
check the G.P.S. booth for locals group plans.

I 7ill be happy to meet all of you who are there. I h.ve a room at the
Ireat Thursday thru Saturday, so any evening can probably be found there.
During the days my whereabouts can be learned from my wife (if you can find
her), or if you see two small boys raising a rumpus these will probzbly be
mine, and they should know where to flnd me.

How, what transpired ut the meeting. Bud news first. Effective the
first bulletin of next year, two dollars 4 year dues will be churged for
membership. This muy seem « bit steep, but se have come up with some ideas
+bich should make this almost a barguin. First, I believe the bulletin will
continue to carry some good material. I have several excellent articles which
i um hoping we will get permission to print.

Second, Frank Roehl has agreed to provide un "auction watching service'.
This will comsist of watching 3 or 4 of the top German auctions, Xeroxing the
sections. containing material of our period, und m.iling a copy of this to
each member in sufficient time for him to bid. Assuming ewch auction is held
4 or 5 times a year this means 15 to 20 mailings per yeur per member. This
4ill commence probably later this year, the only things being necessury to
get this going are 1. I get address labels for the membership to Frank, and
2. arrival of a suitable catalog from Germany.

Third, we will definately have free forgeries available. This will
Pe handled by Werner Bohne and will probably be working by the first
bulletin next year. Definate instructions will be given on how this will
vork when the project is a little further along.

Fourth, commencing with the first bulletin next year we will, at inter-
vals (hopefully with every bulletin), have a mail sale. This will consist of
material submitted by members for this purpose. Perhaps a small commission
(5 or 10 percent) will be charged, but this will be decided on later. There
will be more instructions on how to submit material in the next bulletin,
and this will be kicked off with over 7000DM lichel of Franks material.

Fifth, we are hoping to maintain a close relationship with one or more
German dealers who will work with us the way Heweker works with the HOP
group. This would mean we will have some good material offered through sales
lists included with the bulletin.

So that's it for now. Perhaps more good newss next time as a result of
what happens at Newark. I hope to see a number of you there. So far, mMyron
Hill and Fred Ostberg are the only ones who were not at our meeting who will
be there. I certainly hope more of you will be able to make it. Now, off
#ith our articles.
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G=2 SICTION, 12th [Th.X GIOUP
2OFORT OF BEL IATIONS {Th L T ACTTION L TPeE)
Censorship Zranch .

General
A, Organization

Under Intelligence Directive o, 23, Supreme Feadguarters, Allied
Epeditionary Force, dated 9 January 1945, responsibility for the es=
tablishment and operation of Civil Censorship in Germany, both prior
to and after cessation of hostilities, was delegated to Army Croun
Cormanders in their rcspective operationsl areas, The Commanding Gene
eral, 12th irmy Group was charged with the responsibility for coordinaton
of civil censorship procedures and rerulations in both 12th and 6th Army
Group areczs,

The Censorship Branch was orranized snd established as part of
the G=2 Section, 12th” Army Group on 10 Feb, 19L5, its mission being
to assist the AC of S, G-2 in his responsililities for the formulation
of policies and the operational control of censorship of authorizea
civil commmmications in Germany. '

The resronsibility for civil censorship operations prior to transfer
of such operations to this headquarters-was delegated to Civil Censorskp
Detachment, ETOUSA, General Order io, 6, leadquarters Special Troons,
ETQUSA, dated 12 Feb, 19kly, Subsequently, this order was rescinded on
18 iy 194l and the operational control of Civil Censorship Detaclment
placed with the AC of S, G2, SIHAEF, where it remained until transferred
to this headquarters on 9 Jan, 195, In July 1945, Civil Censorship
detachment, LI'OUSA was redesignated as Civil Censorship Division with
no other change in orgsnizabtion or command,

During the period between 10 Feb, and VE Day, the progress of the
military situation in Germsn territory occupied by Allied Forces neces-
sitated certain chsnpes to insure the efficient development of the Civil
Censorship Orgenization for Germany, In the originel plans only a small
muber of censorship persommel were provided at this headquarters for
censorship planning prior to the surrender of the CGerman Armecd Forces,

As initially established, Censorstip Dranch consisted of 3 army officers,
3 enlisted men and 1 naval officer, the latter being specially attached
for coordination of civil censorship telecormmmication activities,

Uncer the existing sitvabion the armies encountered problems in eivil
commmnications control that required iimediate action because of security
hazards, Additionally, the volume of captured mail snd telecommnica-
tions material to be collected, examined anc allocated exceeced all
preliminary estimotes, Consequently, additional personnel was assigned,
The activities of the branch vere- sub=divided into 5 categories:
Executive, Administration, Postal, Information and lecords, and Ilectrical
Groups, As of 31 July 191’!5, persomnel in the G=2 Censorship Dranch

was categorically assigned as follows:

Txcecuthve Postal Croup Tlectrical Group
3 U35, Army Officers 3 U.S, Army Officers 1 Haval Officer
2 Uar Dept. Bmplee--~ 1 Uar Dept, Employes 1 U.5, Army Officer
T T i—d -3 tran 2 T boeed Tion 1 Endisted ran -
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Information & Records Group Administrative Group

2 U,S. Army Officers 3 U.S, Arny Officers-
2 Var Dept. Employees 1 War Dept, Tmmloyee ,
6 Inlisted ien 1k Enlisted ien & 1 TTAG

The Civil Censorship Division, ETOUSA, vhich 1as operationally
responsible to this headquarters and vhich effected civil censorship
operations in the areas under command of this headquarters, had been
established during the period as follows:

a. Headquarters Civil Censorship Division, was responsible for
e clministratios of 11 8T celsolwihip’cstdblisimients ond Lerso.mel
with heacimerders lociie ob Loirr,, Jiunce, - --.

b, Detachment "A", Civil Censorship Division, activated iiay 19Lb,
for the purpose of providing civil censorship control in the Munich
Censorship District, covering the Territory of tre Eastern idlitary
District with headquarters located at Pullach near Munich,

¢, Detaclment "GV, Civil Censorship Division, activated iiay 19k5,
for the purpose of providing civil censorship control in the Franikfurt
Censorship District, covering the territory of The Western Iilitary
District with headquarters located at Offenbach, near Irankiurt,

On 27 Feb, 1945, there was established a“reception and training
center at VWideville, France in the Paris area, !mown as District "Af",
IH1itary and U.S, civilian personnel were processed and provided with
a basic background of censorship techniques and upon cormpletion of this
training transferred to either the Frankfurt or immich Censorship Districts.
On 30 June 1945, District "A" was closed and remaining personnel trans-
ferred to the iamich and Frankfurt Censorship Districts,

L simdlar district was established on 5 Anril 19h5, for the same
purpose at Bailly, France in the Paris area, and vas lmown as District
HEY . Both Districts "A" and "B® were under the administrative control
of Headquarters Civil Censorship Divisicn but we.e operationally ires;oon-
sible to the AC of S, G=2 of this headquarters. 4As of 31 July 19L5,
District "D* had completed plans for disconbinuving operations prior to
transfer of remaining persomnel to Germany,

B, Civil Censorship District Organization

1. Tach Civil Censorship District was cormanced by a District
Controller as the senior censorship officer in his-District and uas
responsible to the AC of S, G=2, Censorship Branch, for the fulfilIment
of the censorship mission in the district,

2. The district Controller was responsible for the efficient operation
of 21l censorship activities within his district, such as the Districh
Station, field stations and control points, as well as for coorcination
among the Postal, Tlectricst, Administration and Information and Records
Division under his conn.anc.

3, Adiinistration Division: provided for persomnel recmi‘l.:men't 5
adiinistration and financial onerations for the Censorship District.
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i, Electrical Commnications Division: The District Zlectrical
Censor was responsible for operating efficiency of all ILlectrical Come
mnications €ensorship activities within the Censorship District; more -
specifically, all censorship activities related to telephone, telegraph,
teletype, and wireless telegraph and telephone civil commnications.

5. Postal Division: The District Postal Censor was responsible
for the operating efficiency of 211 postal =nd travelers cepsorship
activities within the district. ,

6. Information and Tecords Jivision: The District Information
and DRecords Officer was responsibiz for the efficient operation of the
Division within the district, iore specifiecally, the distribution of
the Zone Watch List to the Postal and Clectrical Divisions, allocation
of submissions to user agencics as provided in the Zone lequirements
Guide, reprocduction of svbmissions, the disserrination of such inforviation,
and contact with local user agencies as to their intelligence needs.

C. Responsibilities

Under basic SILIF Directives. this headquarters was charged with
plamming for future operatiocns oad physical establishment of its censor-
ship operating agencies,

D, Personnel

1. iHlitary. The idlitary Table of Organization drawm up for

_ Civil Censorship operations in Germany provides for 140 officers and

867 enlisted men and women, Ilany of this personnel are Cerman-spealdng
and. censorship trained, 4s of 31 July 1945, military persommel assigned
to civil censorship operations were grouped as follows:

; Officers
Hg, Civil Censor= Iunich Censor- Frankfurt Censor- Total
ship Division ship District ship District
20 Lo lso 100
Enlisted Personnel
80 . 260 = 260 600

Grand tot2l . TOO

2, U,S, Civilians. On 17 Peb, 19h5, a special Civil Cemsorship
Division persomnel procurement team was sent to the United States for
the purpose of recruiting trained civilians for censorship cuty in the
zones occupied by U, S, Forces in Germarr, Persomiel were interviewed
and processed thwough the Overseas Branch, Civilian Personnel Division,
Office of the Secretary of ‘Jar,” The first increment of U, S, civilians
arrived in Trance in liarch 1915, being trained and assigned at iead-
quarters, Civil Censorship Detachment, ETOUSA, As of 31 July 19L5, U, S.
civilians attached to civil censorship operations were assigned as follouS:

Hq. Civil Censor- iimich Censore Franl:furt Censor- Total
ship District ship Division ship District
21 125 125 _ 2Tk

3. illied Civilians, French civilians were recruited in the Paris
area and assignec to Headquarters, Civil Censorship Detaclment, ETOUSA




19.

for training and Divisional assigmment, Subsequently, the policy of the
French Government precluded the »ossibility of transferring such per-
sommel to Germany thus necessitating the relezse of appro:imately 300
French civilians in the month of June, During the period of 10 Feb, to
31 July 1945, mmerous atterpts were made to recruit qualified personnel
in Belgium and ILuwctembourg, The current labor policy of these countries
has been such as to »reclude employment of adequate nersonnel, Allied
civilians were being recruited in london for civil censorship assigne
ments in Germany. As of 31 July 19L5, three increments of approximately
50 persons each had arrived at Headcuarters, Civil Censorship Division
for training and assigmment in Germany. .

i, Indigenous Persomnsi. . unloyment of indirenous civilians
as of 31 July 19L5 is in its iritiol vease in the ianich and Frankfurt
Censorship Districts under ths follewiig conditions:

a, Indigenous German civilians will be used Ln censorship
activities and under such conditvions as will present no counter-intelligence
problem, and only after a satisfzctciy security check.

b. The established plaos rrovides for sufficient mmbers of
army officers and 'ar Dept, emglovese to meet the minirmun stalf reguire-
ments in order to supervise the estinated 3500 indigenous civilians
required, As of 31 July 1945, approzimately 600 were employed,

L. Civil Censorship Activities Prior to Surrender

1. Advanced Censor Sections. _obile censorshin teans were cormosed
of two U,S, Army officers, onc exlisted man, a technician “Hre Chiei,
specially trained in the use of electrical Civil Censorship monitoring
equipment, and one ZH driver, Iach section was provided vith a 13 ton
truck in which was mounted a special telecommnmications censoring unit.
At least one of the officers possessed a fluent knowledge of the German
language and one other continental language and both were trained in
postal mnd electrical civil censorship techniques.

The first of the Advanced Censor Sections was attached to Head~-
quarters, Minth U,S. Army on T Jan, 1945. In addition to this sectiom,
one section was attached to the First U,S, irmy, two sections attached
to the Third U.S5, Army, three sections attached to the FMifteenth U.S. Argy
and one section to the 6th Army Group. Their mission was to survey
captured cormmmicationss determine that all mail andtelegrams had been
impounded and that these services had stopped; examine i:pounded material
for items of operastional interest and forwarding to the nearest G-2
Documents Section; transmit remaining cormmnications to Headquarters,
Civil Censorship Division for examination; and to maintain liaison with
G-2 and (=5 agencies and Signals,

2. Special Teams, Special Censorship Units were attached to HT®
Force Groups assigned to exploit targets in the cities of Fremlfurt,
Cologne and Trier, In Cologne the mission of the  censorsiip unit vas
to locate a German censorship stabion. Documents, inc¢icating the efistence
of such a station, were found providing valuable information concerning
German censorship not previously available. Similer valuable :}ntolllgence
material was located in Trier, particularly locations of material and
glectrical censorship eouipment. In TFranlfurt a complete censorship
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laboratory was discovered, This cache proved to be of great value to
the Signal Intelligence Division of the tar Dept, in study of German
Intelligence methods,

3. Information anc Records. The requirerents ol this heacdquarters,
SIIEF Staf? Sections, the US Grou- CC, anc agencies of 4lliec Govermments,
have been ascertained, the information collated, and distributed +to
appropriate users and Censorship Districts.

A zZone watch 1list comrised of nares received from SHAET has been
Prepared at this headquarters by the G2 Censorship Branch, The Zone
Tateh Iist has been provided to each Censorship District for use in
postal and electrical censorship, - : :

During tie period from 10 Teb, to 31 July 195 the production of
the Information and Records Division is represented in part by the
following figures:

Total Submissions Received from
Postal and Ilectrical Divisions Total umber Allocated

hake 2995

The types of submission allocatecd during that period contained infor-
mation on subjects of whiclh the folloming are typical exammles:

BUSTIZSS s, FLIUGCE & TCO:I0IICS

Ea) Germen Troce Relations with foreign countries
b) Location of Stock, Supplies anc Rar labterials
(c) Prievous ietsl Transactions

(d) Reports on Production of German Industry

(e) Black larlet Cperations -

(f£) Activities of German Danks

COLITNTICATTIONS

Ea) Clandestine Radio Transmitting Stations
b) Use of Codes

(c) Attempted Evasion of Censorship

TELLIGTICE & COULTERmIIMTELLIGEICE
(a) Hicing of Documents, “'eapons, Valuables, etc,
(b) ictivities of Collsberators .
(c) Concealed Addresses ; iovement of Govermment Offices and Factories
(d) Underground Iovements

POLIVICS :

(a) Political Statements, Publications, etc.

(b) Post-ilar Plans : '

(c) German Personages of Special Interest, Incl, liembers of the
IISDAP and 2elated Organizations

(&) German-Japanese Relations

SCIEICE
(a) Renorts on: Technical lesearch
(b) Inventions, iew Processes, etc.



i, Postal Division
The activities of the Postal Cpmmnications Division prior to
VE day were mainly concerned vwrith:

.1. Development of policy and planning at this headquarters.

2. Coordinating Postal activities associated with the operations
of Advanced Censor Sections attached to armies under command of this
headquarters,

3. CIstablishing a Postal Division Training program for use in
training military, U.S. and Allied civilian personnel at Ileadquarters,
Civil Censorship Iivision, Districts "A" and "I" and the lumich and
Frankfurt Censorship Districts.

Eyamination and sor’o:y.n" of captured postal commmnications sent
to the rear by Advanced Censor Sections nrocuced valuable w‘belllgence
information which was cisseninatec by the Information and Decords Division.
The producihion record for the period from 10 Feb. 19L5 to 31 July 19L5,
was representec b the following ficures:

Pieces Sorted Pieces Examined Submissions
1,59h,19L 83L,175 - v

These totals do not include captured mail wvhich was collected, sorted
and dispatched to Dritish Postal and Telegraph Censorsiip, or other
commuications allocated to G-2 Documents, SHAEF, Security Control
Technique, Paris and other Allied CenSQrslnp agenc:u_es for further acticn
by those agencies.

Close liaison was established by the Postal Division at this head-
quarters with other Staff Sections, Sﬂm_l" U.S. Growp C.C, and other
Allied censorship groups and con'br:.bLted "ubsta.ntlallv to the coordination
of the overall inter-illied censorship plans and policy.

5. Electrical Communications Division
The activities of the slectrical Comum.ca.tlons Division prior to
VE Day twere mainl;” conceined iwrith:

1. Development of policy and plamming at this heaccuarters.

2. Coordinating censorship operations of Advanced Censorship
Sections (iiobile teams) atiaciecd to armies under cormenc of this
headquarters.

3. Istablishing an Electrical Commnmications Division training
program for use-in training military, U.S. - and Allied civilizn personnel
at Headquarters, Civil Censorship Division, Districts "A" and "3",
and the Imnich and Frankfurt Censorship Districts,

i, Tramination of captured telecommmnications materizl such as
telegrams and cablegrams sent to the rear areas by Advancec Censor
Sections, ihich has proved a valusble source of intellicence information.



In conjunction with tle overall civil censorship plan, constan®
liaison was maintained by the Zlectrical Division with 21st Army Group
anc other Allied and U,S. agencies contributing to the integrated Allied-
Anerican civil censorship plan and policy. Technical equinment and
gualified personnel were made available to 4llied Censorship Groups
in liberated territories, principally Belgium and Luxerbourg,

During the onerational phases of the Duropean carpaign it was
necessary frequently to permit lirdted neans of comrmnication to German
notionals which would be of assistance to 1ilitary Coverrment for the
operation of essential services such as pover lines, canals, mines and
railroads, The recopening of such services have been coordinated by
the G-2, Censorship 3ranch Zlectriczl Comrmmications Group with other
Staff Sections, with SHAETF and wit® the pertinent U.S, Armies under
control of tlis headquarters, Vhen these channels of communications
were authorized, this headquarters directed the assigmment of civil
censorship units to exercise surveillance to ascertain that approved
chamnels of cormmumication were utilized as intendec. .

6. Post Hostilities Civil Censorship Activities

Sincé cessation of hostilities the emphasis of this branch mas
placed on the physical establisiment of its operating agencies. District
Censorship Stations were obtained prior to VZ Day at linich=Pullach
and TFrankfurt-0ffenbach, Germeny, knowm as Franifurt Censorship Censor-
ship District and imnich Censorship District, Civil Censorship Division.
Censorship personnel trere transferred irmediately from leadquaiters,
Civil Censorship Division, an¢ Districts "A" and "BY, Conmunications
then recently castured were shipped to the Frani:furt and imunich Censor-
ship Districis where censorsiip action tas taken. Advenced Censor
Sections were returnec. by the armies ‘o which attached and assigned
%o duty at the Tron'=furt ond lhmich Censorsiip Districts. ILocal tele-
phone and postal censorship operations were established as corrmunica-
tions on a limited basis were gradually reopenec by IHlitery Government.,
Use of a limited number of robile units for local surveillance was
planned and a censorship group assigned for duty at the Dremen Enclave,

Civilian persomnel recruitment to provide persennel in sufficient
numbers for the accormlisiment of the civil censorship mission in Germany
contimued as a matier of irmediazte importance, DRecruiting teams were
engaged in persommel procurement in the United Kingdom and the Tnited
States and initial plans drawm wp for a siwilar program in Switzerland.

Close liaison with 2lst Army Growp, US Group CC and other Allied
Censorship organizations was established with 2 view touarcs bringing
to a satisfactory culminstien mbual civil ccnporship problems.

(to be continued)
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Notes on the Postal History of Germany
1945-48

by Oscar Winter, F.R.P.S.L.

{This is the first of a series of articles which began in the June
1968 issue of Germania, the publication of the Germany and Colonies
Philatelic Society in England. lir. Jinter has been elected a Fellow
of the Royal Philatelic Society of London; he is also a member of
the Berliner Philatelisten-Club 1888, We hope that kir. ¥inter will
be able to devote more of his time to aspects of philately outlined
in his articles.)

After the collapse of the Nazi-regime and the occupation of Germany by
the allied armies, no effective civil administration existed, likeuise all
Postal communication was disrupted.

Recovery was slow, many stages. Jere passed through from local messenger
on foot or pedal-cycle to the present fully operational Postal Service.
Recovery was influenced by the various political structures that existed,
and still exist, at one time five different Authorities issued their own
. stamps in Germany:- Anglo/American zone, East-Zone, French zone, Saar and
lest Berlin.

/hile the .American and British governments had prepared stamps in
advance to be issued as and when their forces would occupy Germany (Ai-Post),
neither the French nor the Russians had done so. This resulted in cash
franking being carried out in the French zone until newly printed stamps
were available at the counters by Dec.'4#5/Jan.'46 and in the Saar-land
Jan./March 1947, a full year later.

Large quantities of stamps had been dispersed by the dazis prier to
their defeat to smaller Post-Offices mainly in the Russian zone, these were
used after the face or emblem had been suitably defaced. At first this de-
facing was léft to the ingenuity of the serving counter-clerks. They used
corks, ink-bottle stoppers and other means until more elaborate methods up
to letterpress overprinting became available.

From these few facts alone one can gather vhat chaos was created for
the philatelist, the situation is made even more complex by the unavailabilty
of suitable printing machinery, lack of ras materials, an almost complete
lack of skilled labour, plus the fact that no centralized Postal Authority
Wwas anywhere in existance. The Allied Control Commission, although issuing
orders, were not in a position to control the situation and the administra-
tion of the Postal Services was largely in the hands of local Postmasterse.

Germany's Postal history from 1945-1948 with all its aspects of genuine
trial and unscrupulous mancevres has still to be Jritten. Too little is
known because the population was far too occupied with the daily demands of
living for anyone to pay proper attention to the sequence of events as they
took place. We have therefore to piece the facts together like a jig-saw
- from covers and postcards of that period.

I have already mentioned cash franking, at all times in Germany, Post-
masters have had the authority to use this method when adhesives Jere not
available either in certain denominations or not at all for mailing any
postal matter. To my knowledge no directions were issued on how this was to
be done other than that the fact that the customer had paid the proper
postage fee was to be marked on the cover.
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It was left to the discretion of the local postmaster to decide how
this could best be done, originally post offices sere sunplied with some
form of standard rubber-stamp in varying sizes. It was never evisaged that
this expediency would remain in use for an extended period as happened '
then.

In time rubber-stamps wore out and needed replacing, in many cases
this was not possible as there was no-one who could make one and in any
case supplies of rubber were non-existant. One can imagine the diversity
of alternatives that came into use once the original rubber stamp became
unusable. Other rubber stamps were used on which the wording was not’
really appropriate but still indicated that the necessary postage had
heen pald in advance.

In time of course these alternative rubber-stamps became worn and in
turn were replaced with another-one with the next best +sording available,
found perhaps in some dark corner. Inappropriate wvording was cut off.
Where such makeshifts were not possible then new rubber-stamps .ere com=
posed from children's play sets.

Since during the first months of 1945 no parcels were conveyed at all,
some of the larger post offices requisitioned the cash registers from the
parcel counter for use on the letter counter. This was done at Aschaffen-
burg and Dusseldorf, I found proof that such cash-reglster franking was
carrled out in Huremberg as well.

There were guite a number of post offices where no rubber stamps of
any description were available, in these the counter-clerks signified the
pre-payment of postage by handwritten remarks together with his initials
(sometimes this was not dome), in addition to the date cancelling.

However we find many cases where the original date cancellors had
been lost, either through war action or through confiscation because it
had contained some Nazi slogan, or because some person(s) from the
occupying forces thought it would make a nice memento.

In such places an ordinary date rubber-stamp was used plus another
one with the place name, sometimes the date was marked by hand, I have not
yet seen a case of the place-name being inserted by hand but that does not
mean there were none.

A very special case ﬂhere cash- franklng-cancellors were used was
established in Saxony. Here, large quantities of the old stamps were
available at the post*offices which could only be:used if defaced. Since,
as mentioned before, this defacing was left to individual counter-clerks
or the sender when posting in a box or at a counter, the receiving office
did not know whether this piece of mail was properly paid for by the
sender and postage was asked to be paid for again from the addressee.

To overcome this difficulty it was agreed between the postmasters of
the various towns that their round or oval cancellors should be used which
contained the words "Gebuhr bezahlt" or "Bezahlt', this cancellor to be
applied in red, it was applied in black as well, but it cleared the air.

Mail was accepted with stamps defaced by the sender only during the
first few weeks, this practice was stopped to prevent abuse. I have a
local letter from Leipzig dated 8.8.45 and properly franked with stamps as
issued in Dresden June 1945. The clerk accepting the letter apprantly



25.

from a box collection did not know that these stamps were valid in Leipzig
as well and placed a "12' in red rubber-stamp onto the letter indicating
that the addressee had to pay "postage due"

(to be continued}

I have already been called on my statement in the last issue that
foreign postal service began "late" in 1946. Ben Beede sent me the
following which I am printing because it clarifies this (also proves
my statement a little 1naccurgte)¢

: hILITARY GOVERIMENT OF GERMANY
HONTHLY REPORT OF MILITARY GOVERWOR U.S. ZONE
20 APRIL 1946 0. 9

" COMMUWICATICHS
Postal

The Coordinating Committee of the Allied Contreol suthority, at its
forty seventh meeting on 26 March 1946, agreed that International Postal
Service for Germany to and from all countries in the world excluding Japan
and its dependancies and Spain would begin on 1 april 1946. Correspondence
is limited to non-illustrated post cards and letters up to 20 grams in weight
and contents are restricted to purely personal and domestic affairs. The
complete paper as approved by the Coordinating Committee, including data on
the establishment of this service, correspondence to be permitted, rates and
instructions, is attached as Annex "C" to this report.-

Arrangements for the lnterchange of mail between the German Reichspost
and Army Post Offices have been completed for offical and personal use of
American personnel in this theatre. Stuttgart, uunlch Frankfurt a/M and
Berlin were designated as interchange points.

T o VOLUME March 1946

" Delivery of _
Mail Service ewspapers Parcel Post

Reichspost Offices  Pieces Qffices Pieces Offices Pieces
Districts- Partici- Handled Partici- Handled Partici- Handled :
pating (x1000) pating (x1000) pating  (x1000) -

TOTAL 8,573 92,558 4,380 14,278 6,810 872

Frankfurt 2,519 -~ 20,284 2,443 . 2,963 2,251 107
Karlsruhe 570 8,337 = Loz 121 570 . 56
Stuttgart 1,278 10,053 - 700 313 1,278 101
Munich 1,832 20,400 2 - 9,953 388 2ko
Regensburg 669 6,290 669 656 669 202
Nuremberg 1,656 11,523 - X 241 1,654 166
Berlin g

(U.S.Sector) L4g 15,673 23 31 - -

Figure 9.
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During March, originating mail in the U.S. Zone increased only
slightly over the previous month with a total volume of approximately
93,000,000 pieces handled in comparison with 90,000,000 pieces for Feb-
ruary Delivery of neuwspapers by the Reichspast SﬂOded a decrease of
approximately 2,500,000 pieces, a reduction in volume of 15 percent over
the previous month. The volume of parcel post handled increased by 17
percent to 872,000 pieces. Figure § indicates the postal volume by Reichs-
post Districts for iarch 1946.

AJWEX O
IATERSATIONAL POSTAL SERVICE FOR GERMAKY

Bstablishment of International Posﬁal Service

The Coordinating Committee, at its forty-séventh meeting on 26 March
1946 agreed that an international Postal Service between Germany and other
countries coming under the Universal Postal Union, with the exclusion -of
Japan and her dependencies and Spain will be established as of 1 Aprll 1546.

Categories of Permitted Correspondence

a) Ordinary post cards.- o :
b) Ordinary letters up to a welght of 20 grams.

Ccndltlons

The post cards must not be illustrated. The envelopes must not be
lined or carry designs or indications other than the address of the sender
and addressee and any necessary postal directions.

The correspondence must deal exclnslvely ‘with personal and domestic
matters. No correspondence of a commerCLal character dlll be allowed

The correspondence will be subject to CensorShip.”l‘

Senders in Germsny will be requlred to show on thé bacx of the 1tems
posted .the following partlculars*

1. vName of sender

2. Town

3. Street and House Number

L., Province 1/ - .

-5. Postal addressing District number
6. Zone of Occupation é/ :

7. Germany- : :

~ The address used on correspondence posted in other countries for
Germany should conform with the above requirements, but if the Postal
Addressing District Humber or the Zone of Occupation is not known to the
sender, correspondence will be accepted if addressed with the folloulng
particulars: : :

1. Jdame

2. Town L )

3. Street and House Number
4, Province '

5. Germany

In order to avoid delay to their correspondence, senders are specific=-
ally enjoined to include the appropriate Postal Addressing Dlstrlct Number
and Zone of (ccupation in the Address.
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Correspondence may not be addressed "Poste Restante (General Delivery)"
but private box numbers may be used provided the name of the box-holder is
included.

Correspondence coming into'Germany from other countries may be written
in any language but outgoing correspondence originating in Germany will be,
limited to four languages, namely, Russian, English, French and German.

Rates

International postage rates for correspondénee emanating from Germany
has been established by the Allied Control Authority as follows:

Letters. «¢ cee...75 Pfennig.
Post cardS........45 Pfennig.

The Postal Administrations of the various countries participating in
International Postal relations with Germany will publish the postage rates
for international correspondence posted in their countries addressed to
Germany.

SOME BERLIN COVERS 1945-6
by Benjamin R. Beede

This article is merely intended to describe a few items in my collect-
ion without going into the postal history of the period at length. In part
it is a supplement to the late Professor McKenzie's article "Berlin Postal .
History 1945-1960" in the American Philatelic Congress Book for 1960. iot
all of the items can be explained easzly, but hopefully some GPS members
will have pertinent comments:

1l. Letter sheet mailed by a German prisoner of war at Frankfurt/Oder.
liessage was dated July 25, 1945. The sheet bears a manuscript marking '
"Kriegsgefangenenpost" (Prisoner of Jar Mail), BUT it also has an 8 Rpf
Berlin Bear with a cancellation from August 6, 1945, at Berlin-Oberschéne-
weide. Presumably, at the Berlin postoffice there was some uncertainty about
whether POW mail could be sent free of charge after V-E Day. Therefore, it
is likely that the stamp was applied by the postoffice in Berlin. The
sheet does not have a Frankfurt/Oder cancel, and it seems to me unlikely
that the sender would have identified his mail as FOY mail and then stuck
on a postage stamp. At any rate, this is an early cover to Berlin.

2. Professor McKenzie described a cover cancelled at Berlin-Charlotten-
burg on January 23, 1946, but franked with a West Sachsen stamp. He theor-
ized that the sender franked the letter, but then travelled to Berlin him-
self and mailed it. I cannot throw any light on the accuracy of other
theories for this cover that Professor licKenzie suggested, but do have a
couple of similar covers: -

A. Cover with four perforate 6 Rpf Provinz Sachsen stamps. The
letter is addressed to Berlin-Tempelhof, but the stamps are
cancelled: "Berlin-Hermsdorf 1" and the date is March 25, 1946.

B. Cover with a 12 Rpf Mecklenburg-Vorpommern stamp cancelled at
Berlin-Spandau 1 on January 7, 1946.

Neither cover seems to be philatelic, incidentally.
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3. Professor FicKenzie also stated that the first date he saw on a
Berlin Bear postal card was September 1%, 1945. My earliest date is Sept.
8, 1945, from a town outside Berlin. So, we can presume that the postal
statlonary was on sale in Berlin proper several days prior to this date.

4. The most interesting item is a cover mailed at Berlin O 112 on
May 15, 1946. This postoffice is in the eastern sector of the city, but
the franking was two 12 Rpf AMG stamps; this was perfectly legitimate at
this time. However, the cover was sent to Switzerland, which spoils the
item. The franking is just not correct. Presumably, the postal officials -
simply made an error, for they were not used to handling foreign mail.
International service only opened on April 1, 1946, nearly a year after
the collapse. The cover is not philatelic, however; it is addressed to
the International Red Cross.

5. Several covers in my collection were sent to Berlin early in Oct-
ober, 1945. These items are from the American Zone and are franked with
AMG issue stamps. The problem is: postal service to Berlin began on Oct=-
ober 24, 1945. #hat I wonder is whether these covers were held for two or
three weeks before delivery. The covers are addressed to the missing
persons bureau in Berlin. Conceivably, provision for such special services
exlsted before the 24th, but I very much doubt .

6. My final item comes from Berlln-Templehof. In fact, it was sent
from a firm there to an office of the local government. The point of .inter-
est is the appearance of an American censorship tape and stamp. The can-
cellation dates from March, 1946. The franking consists of two 8 Rpf Berlin
Bears. Why was a local letter censored?

AR ABRS TIPSR A E RS RN R Rk

MEMBERS CORNER

Let's swap AlG's (basis 1967/68 Michel Spezial)
Perfs. according to the Schwaneberger Perforation Gauge.

I have for trade:

Mint: 13D,10F, 10G, 34A, 18B, 33B, 34B, 16&, 176z #208; :27C,~ 286, .29C;
33c, 34c, 16D, 17D, 18D, 20D, 21D, 23D, 33D, 34D.

Used: 15D, 10F, 15F, 12G, 13G, 15G, 20x, 17C, 29C, 33C, 17D, 18D, 19D,
20D, 23D. :

Plus mint and used of most of the commonest perforation varieties.

I need:

Mint: 13C, 10D, 14D, 13E, 114G, 15G, 20x, 354, 21B, 19C, 21C,
22c, 23C, 32aC, 19D, 22D, 25D, 26D, 29D, 30D, 35D.

Used: 10B, 14D, 13E, 10G, 354, 21B, 34B, 16C, 19C, 22C, 28C, 30C, 32aC,
34c, 22p, 25D, 26D, 29D, 30D, 31D, 33D, 34D, 35D.

Forgeries: 8,80 Rpf and 1 RM. What's your deal?

None for sale - trades only. muc1lage collectors need not apply,.
most mint have been hinged.

Contact: Ed Kuehn, 1091 Iron Gate Lane, Columbus, Ohio 43213
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The following lots were not sold in the 80th Dornhgfer auction, and accord-
ing to my understanding are gvailable for the starting price. If interested
contact Firma Heinrich Dornhofer Briefmarken-suktionen, 68 iMannheim,

1 Eichendorffstr. 29, Postfach 571, Jest Germany.

Lot

5653 =xx Leipziger Messe 1946 = 24+26 Pfg. Fehlfarbe violett

= Mich. Nr. 164F Katalog=Preis = DM 3.000 = DM 900,-
5717 xx COTTBUS - Prachtlos = 33 Jerte, Mi. lr. 1=32 + 34 = DM 24,-
5718 x COTTBUS - bis auf Mich. 32, fein =DM 20,=
5725 x GROSSRASCHEN - Mich. 13-24 A = DM 20,-
5726 xx dto. 3 SHtze sehr fein =DM 50,-
5728 x LOBAU - Handstempelaufdrucke 1 Pfg. - 1 RM, gepr. = DM 45,-
5729 x dto. = 1 Pfg. - 2 RM feinst, gepr. = DM 64,-
5730 o KEISSEN - 5-12 Pfg., Pracht-b-er Blocks = DM 36,-
5731 x NIESKY 1945 - 6,6 and 12 Pfg. Prachtsatz = Dl 18,-
5734 x RAVENSBURG ~ 17 Werte feinst, ohne 3 Pfg. =DM 69,-
5735 xx ROSSWEIN - 48 Pfg. mit rotem und silbermem Aufdruck = DM 49,-
5741 (Brief, oder Karte) = 3 Pfg. 4-er Block ven

SPREMBERG, mit beschadigtem Ug" = DM 26,-

5742 o SPREMBERG ~ 8 + 12 Pfg. Kabinett-b-er Blocks m. Je .

1 kopfstehenden Aufdruck auf Briefstucken = Dk 75,-
S74l JITTENBERG - Kabinettbriefstuck m. iich. #r. 21 X = D 30,-
5638 =xx Ostsachsen - POSCHTA - Prachtrandstuck, Mi. sr. 41 = DM 200,-

Covers in the following categories are offéred by member

Paul Rossbach-Emden 1. POW post from Russia
68 Mannheim 24 2. Gebuhr bezahlt
Postfach 75 3..10 times frankings

West. Germany

Mr. Boris Politziner, 1920 Bruce Lane, Grand Island, d.Y. 14072

has sent me quite a long want list. I'll fill out this page with it,
and save the rest for next time. I've lost his letter, I believe he
said to write with material and price before sending it.

JEST SAXONY (Used only)

Mlchel Hr. 120-23Y
1262,134%,1352,136Z (Feb 1946 on thin, coated paper)
Wz 4 17, 18 sz d 7,8 X and Y, perf. and imperf.
(the Leipzig Fair combinations)

BERLIN .
Bear issue - mixed franking with other OPD issues on cover.

1945-46 OPD issues from any province used to Allied occupation
zones of Germany - on cover. Also usage of OPD issues on
cover to any foreign country, especially U.S.4A., U.K.,
France, South America and Africa.

SEE YOU AT NOJEX !1!!



